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A Strong Season for Connection and Celebration 

 

Dear Chamber Partners, 

As we step into the month of March, I’m reminded just how energized this season feels — not just 
because spring is around the corner, but because of the momentum we continue to see across our 
Chamber. The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber is thriving because of you - our engaged, invested 
partners who show up, support one another, and believe in the power of community. 

March is a great time to lean into connection. The relationships built through the Chamber go far beyond 
a handshake or a business card - they’re about trust, collaboration, and shared growth. Whether you’re 
attending an event for the first time or you’re a familiar face, every interaction strengthens our network 
and creates new opportunities for your business and our community as a whole. 

We have several exciting opportunities to connect this month, starting with our March Business 
Luncheon on March 4, followed by Coffee with the Chamber on March 17, a relaxed, informal 
way to build meaningful relationships. We’ll wrap up the month in a big way with our Annual Awards 
Gala on March 27, where we’ll celebrate the individuals and businesses who help make our Chamber 
so special. It’s one of our favorite nights of the year, and one you won’t want to miss. 

Looking ahead, plans are already underway for our 2026 Business Expo on April 22, one of our largest 
and most impactful events. This is a fantastic opportunity to showcase your business, connect with 
potential customers, and strengthen your visibility within the community. 

I encourage you to take full advantage of these opportunities - attend an event, invite a fellow partner to 
join you, or simply take a moment to connect with someone new. You can always stay up to date on 
what’s happening by viewing our full events calendar at business.swmcchamber.com/events. 

And please know that if you ever have questions about the Chamber, are looking for volunteer 
opportunities, or want to explore ways to get more involved, I’m always happy to grab coffee and talk 
Chamber! Your ideas, feedback, and involvement help shape the direction of our organization, and I 
truly value those conversations. 

Thank you for your continued involvement, your support, and your commitment to the SouthWest 
Mobile County Chamber. Together, we are building something truly special - a Chamber that supports 
growth, fosters relationships, and celebrates success. I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events and continuing this exciting season of connection with you. 

Warm regards,  

 

Becoming a partner of the SWMCC means more than just joining an organization—

it’s an investment in your business and your community. You will gain access to 

valuable networking opportunities, exclusive events, and resources designed to help 

your business grow and succeed. Join us today and be part of a vibrant, supportive 

community that’s committed to fostering economic growth and strengthening local 

businesses.”  



 

Coffee with the Chamber 

Our monthly Coffee with the Chamber is a 
great opportunity to network with other 

business leaders and representatives. This event is 
open for both current SWMCC partners as well as 

prospective partners.  
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CAP Meeting 

Time: 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm 

Location: John C. Williams Auditor ium  

SMIA hosts a Community Advisory Panel (CAP) 
Meeting each month. The objective is to provide citizens 

the opportunity for an open dialogue with industry, to 
help citizens better understand industry, and to help local 

industry understand community concerns. 
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Monthly Business Luncheon 

Time: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Location: John C. Williams Auditor ium  

Speaker: Melinda Ladnier   

Caterer: Grand Cater ing  

National Employee Appreciation Da y 

Happy National Employee Appreciation Day! Today 
we celebrate the dedication, hard work, and 

contributions of employees everywhere. Take a 
moment to recognize and thank your team—they are 

the heart of your business!  

 
Chamber Travel: Classical Greece 

The Chamber is in Greece! If you’re missing 
out, join us for the next unforgettable trip—
adventure, culture, and connection await!  

March 2027: Explore Tuscany 

27 

March Events: 

April Luncheon                                

Preregistration Deadline 

The deadline to purchase an online ticket for the April 

Luncheon is March 27th at 5:00 pm. 

No tickets will be sold at the door. 

TALL Applications Open 

Applications for the SWMCC’s TALL 
Scholarship Program are available now.. 

Applications can be found online or in the 
Tillman’s Corner Community Center. 

Annual Awards Gala 

An evening of distinction awaits at our esteemed 
Gala, where we gather to celebrate excellence and 

honor those whose achievements inspire. This 
elegant occasion will showcase the presentation of 

prestigious awards, recognizing outstanding 
contributions across various fields.   

  BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 

  MATT GODW IN 

251.476.8210 
251.476.8237 - Cell 
251.604.4488 - Fax 

matthew.godwin@expresspros.com 
expresspros.com/mobileal 

 

3662 Dauphin Street, Suite B 
Mobile, AL 36608 

 



  Melinda Ladnier  

Melinda Ladnier (Center Manager at AIDT Maritime Training Center) 

Melinda Ladnier joined the AIDT Maritime Training Center in January of 2009, specializing in 

workforce development for the maritime industry.  She is currently the Center Manager; overseeing the 

day-to-day operations of the training center, which focuses on providing no-cost craft training for various 

skilled trades to support Alabama shipbuilders. 

Melinda is an NCCER Master Trainer and was the first person to be awarded the Maritime Industry 

Safety and Health Management Certificate from the University of Alabama in 2022. 

AIDT Maritime Training Center 

The AIDT Maritime Training Center in Mobile is a state-operated workforce development facility 

dedicated to preparing individuals for careers in the maritime and industrial sectors. Operated by 

Alabama Industrial Development Training (AIDT), the center provides hands-on training designed to 

support the region’s growing shipbuilding and port industries. The 67,000-square-foot facility includes 

classrooms, computer labs, and a large training floor equipped with dozens of welding booths, a CNC 

plasma table, and other tools used in real-world maritime environments. 

The center focuses on high-demand craft training such as welding, pipefitting, structural fitting, blueprint 

reading, and marine design. Many programs follow nationally recognized certifications like NCCER, 

helping participants gain the skills and credentials needed to enter the workforce quickly. Through its 

industry-driven training programs and partnerships with employers, the AIDT Maritime Training Center 

plays a key role in strengthening the workforce pipeline and supporting the continued growth of Mobile’s 

maritime economy. 

 

March Luncheon: 
Speaker: 

Luncheon Sponsor: 
Century Bank is a community-focused financial institution headquartered 

in Lucedale, Mississippi, that has been “taking banking personally” since 

its founding in June 1903. Originally opened as the Bank of Lucedale by 

Gregory M. Luce, the bank began in a modest wooden building and 

quickly grew as local residents entrusted it with their financial needs, 

leading to expansions and relocation over the decades; its main office has 

been at 4282 Main Street since 1988. Century Bank has expanded its 

footprint beyond southeast Mississippi into southwest Alabama, serving 

customers in George and Jackson counties in MS as well as Mobile and 

Baldwin counties in AL with numerous branch locations.  

www.centurybank.net 
5370 Highway 90 West Mobile AL 36619  



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH 

We are proud to recognize Chicken Salad Chick as our Business of 
the Month! 

Founded in 2008 in Auburn, Chicken Salad Chick has grown into the 
nation’s only fast-casual restaurant concept dedicated exclusively to 
fresh, made-from-scratch chicken salad. What began as a small, 
home-based venture has expanded into a beloved brand known for its 
Southern hospitality, welcoming atmosphere, and wide variety of 
flavorful chicken salad options. Guests can enjoy more than a dozen 
original recipes—from classic and savory to fruity and spicy—along 
with fresh sides, gourmet soups, sandwiches, and sweet treats, all 
prepared with a focus on quality ingredients and exceptional service. 
The brand’s commitment to consistency and friendly service has 
helped it grow to locations across the country while maintaining the 
charm and comfort that made it popular in the first place. 

Beyond serving great food, Chicken Salad Chick is deeply 
committed to community involvement. Their culture emphasizes 
generosity, connection, and making a positive local impact—values 
that align closely with the spirit of our Chamber and business 
community. From supporting local initiatives to creating welcoming 
spaces where friends, families, and coworkers can gather, they 
continue to make a meaningful difference. Through dedication to 
customer experience, brand consistency, and community 
engagement, they set a strong example of excellence in the fast-
casual dining industry. 

Please join us in congratulating Chicken Salad Chick on this well-
deserved recognition and thanking them for the energy, investment, 
and flavor they bring to our community! 

2026 BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 
SPONSORS: 

Elite 
Cumulus Media 

 
Diamond 

CrowderGulf 
Integrity IT Services 

 
Platinum 

Roto-Rooter Plumbing & Water Cleanup 
 

Gold  
Century Bank 

Mobile County Sheriff’s Office 
Payroll Vault  

RCLF 
 

Silver 
Alabama Power 

Evonik Corporation 
Polysurveying of Mobile 

ProShield Termite & Pest Control 
Rita Broome: Allstate Insurance 

 
Bronze 

Alabama Credit Union 
American WeatherStar 

Cadence Bank 
CRE Mobile 

Family Security Credit Union 
Godfather’s Pizza 
Rock & Roll Offs 

Singing River Health System 
The Grounds 
Uniti Fiber 

 
 

Friends of the Chamber 
Accelerated Accounting 

All About Hearing 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. United 

Daly Destinations 
Dick Russell’s BBQ 

First Baptist Tillman’s Corner 
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC 

Live Oak Bank 
Mobile Memorial Gardens Funeral Home 

RoofLab 
The Shoulder of the Central Gulf Coast 

By contributing beyond partnership, these partners 
help advance our mission and strengthen our 

community. 



Tina Poiroux 

March Leadership Insights: Celebrate Your Team & Boost Your Business  

March is a month of opportunity, reflection, and appreciation for the business community in SouthWest 
Mobile County. As leaders, it’s a time to recognize the people who power our organizations and to 
consider how we can position our businesses for sustainable growth in an increasingly competitive 
market. With National Employee Appreciation Day taking center stage this month, we are reminded that 
our greatest asset is our people. 

Recognizing your employees is more than a kind gesture—it’s a strategic leadership decision. Engaged 
and appreciated team members are more productive, innovative, and committed to long-term success. 
National Employee Appreciation Day offers the perfect opportunity to publicly acknowledge their hard 
work, whether through personal notes of thanks, team celebrations, professional development 
opportunities, or meaningful incentives. A workplace culture rooted in appreciation strengthens morale, 
improves retention, and enhances overall performance. When employees feel valued, customers notice 
the difference. 

In SouthWest Mobile County, strong teams are essential to supporting the dynamic relationship between 
local businesses and major industry leaders throughout the Mobile region. From manufacturing and 
logistics to healthcare, retail, and professional services, our workforce drives economic growth across 
sectors. Investing in your employees directly contributes to the strength and competitiveness of our 
regional economy. 

In today’s business environment, leadership also means ensuring your company remains visible and 
accessible. Local SEO and digital presence are critical tools for businesses in Tillman’s Corner and the 
greater Mobile area. Optimizing your website, maintaining updated listings, and engaging on social 
platforms help ensure your business appears when potential customers are searching for your products or 
services. Increased online visibility leads to stronger brand recognition, more inquiries, and sustained 
growth. 

SouthWest Mobile County continues to experience economic momentum, with businesses of all sizes 
working alongside major industry partners to create opportunity and prosperity. By focusing on employee 
engagement, embracing strategic digital marketing practices, and staying connected through Chamber 
involvement, your organization can build resilience and thrive in this evolving landscape. 

As your Chamber Director, I encourage every leader to use this month as a time to reflect, appreciate, and 
invest in your team. Celebrate the people who make your success possible, strengthen your leadership 
practices, and position your business for continued growth. Together, we can continue building a business 
community that values its workforce and leads with purpose. 

 

 

Executive Director 

SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce 
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2026 Business Expo - April 22nd 

Are you ready to elevate your brand, connect 
with new customers, and strengthen your 
business network in the Mobile, Alabama area? 
The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of 
Commerce invites local businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and community organizations to 
participate in its annual Small Business Expo — 
a signature event designed to spotlight the best 
of Southwest Mobile County commerce and 
innovation. 

This year’s expo brings together an audience of 
business leaders, local shoppers, and community 
advocates — all in one place for meaningful 
interaction, brand exposure, and opportunity. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to explore a 
variety of business booths, discover new 
products and services, and forge relationships 
that can lead to future growth. 

Visit www.swmcchamber.com today to secure 
your booth! 



PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION GUIDING THE GROWTH 

This month, the Chamber proudly 
highlights All A Bloom Florist in 
Tillman’s Corner as a valued 
Chamber partner. Known for their 
exceptional floral artistry and warm, 
personal service, All A Bloom has 
been brightening celebrations and 
meaningful moments across our 
community with beautiful 
arrangements crafted for weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, sympathy 
tributes, and more. 

What makes All A Bloom truly special is their commitment to 
personalized attention — taking the time to understand each 
customer’s vision and bringing it to life with creativity, quality, and 
care. From fresh, hand-selected flowers to unique custom designs 
and thoughtful gifts, they consistently deliver both beauty and 
heartfelt service. 

As a Chamber partner, All A Bloom Florist actively contributes to 
the vibrancy of our local business community, supporting events, 
fostering connections, and adding a burst of color to the everyday. 
We appreciate their dedication to excellence and the meaningful 
impact they make in our region. 

Join us in celebrating All A Bloom Florist — where community, 
creativity, and craftsmanship flourish! 

We are proud to spotlight Mark Scott for 
his dedicated service on our Chamber 
Board of Directors. As a board member, 
Mark actively helps shape the Chamber’s 
strategic initiatives, with a strong focus 
on workforce development and regional 
economic growth. 

With over 25 years of experience in 
human resources, Mark specializes in 
talent acquisition and workforce 
planning within the shipbuilding 
industry. In September 2024, he was 
named Director of Workforce 
Development and Grants Management 

for Birdon America, Inc., where he oversees labor planning for 
professional and craft roles, including engineers, administration, 
safety, planning, and production. He is also instrumental in building 
workforce pipelines from high schools, community colleges, and 
public training programs, and represents the shipyard in economic 
development efforts with the State of Alabama, Mobile County, and 
the City of Bayou La Batre. 

A graduate of Delta State University with a bachelor’s in Business 
Administration and an MBA from Columbia Southern University, 
Mark combines professional expertise with a commitment to 
community growth. His leadership on our Board continues to guide 
both the Chamber and our regional workforce toward a stronger 
future. 



 

Learning Leadership: 
Star Student Program: 

Hankins High Achiever: 

Each month, the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce recognizes students from 
local elementary schools for their dedication to learning. This Program would not be possible 
without our Star Student Sponsors. Congratulations to the following students who were 
recognized on Wednesday, January  7th, 2026: 

 

- Riley Bocich from Br ight Academy sponsored by Payroll Vault  

- Lilly Gibson from Cottage Hill Chr istian Academy sponsored by Br ian Lancaster , State Farm  

- Brantley Brown Hollinger ’s Island Elementary sponsored by Evonik Corporation 

- Fisher Nelson from Meadowlake Elementary sponsored by Pilot  

- Dior Bates-Ware from Nan Gray Davis Elementary sponsored by BLP Mobile Paint  

- Emilynn Pierce from Pear l Haskew Elementary sponsored by Rober ts Brothers - The Sessions Team  

- Carter Norris from W.C. Gr iggs Elementary sponsored by Alabama Power   

The SWMCC recognized Jude Walker as a Hankins High Achiever. This special recognition 
celebrates students who demonstrate outstanding dedication, character, and commitment to 
excellence. Jude’s hard work and positive attitude have truly set him apart among his peers. His 
dedication to his academics and his willingness to lead by example reflect the values that make 
Hankins Middle School and our community proud. 

Supported by community partners such as The Grounds, the Hankins High Achiever program 
highlights exceptional students each month based on academic success, character, and 
contributions both inside and outside the classroom.  

T.A.L.L. Scholarship Program: 

 

The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce is proud to share that our T.A.L.L. students—Tillman’s Corner Area Learning 
Leadership—recently had the incredible opportunity to tour Evonik and spend the day learning directly from their talented engineers and 
leadership team. 

From the moment they arrived, students were immersed in a hands-on experience that 
showcased the innovation, precision, and teamwork that drive one of our region’s leading 
global manufacturers. Evonik’s team provided an in-depth look at their operations, safety 
protocols, engineering processes, and the advanced technology that supports manufacturing 
right here in Southwest Mobile County. Students were encouraged to ask questions, explore 
career pathways in engineering and industrial technology, and gain valuable insight into the 
skills and education required to succeed in today’s workforce. 

We would like to extend our sincere and immediate thanks to the entire Evonik team for their 
warm welcome, thoughtful presentations, and generous investment of time. Your 
commitment to workforce development and mentorship makes a lasting impact on the next 
generation of leaders. We are truly grateful for your partnership and for creating such a 
meaningful and educational day for our T.A.L.L. students. 

Together, we are building the future—one student at a time. 

 



The Chamber’s Annual Awards Gala will take place Friday, March 
27th, for an unforgettable evening celebrating excellence, leadership, 
and community impact. This year’s theme, “Framing the Future, 
Honoring the Present,” highlights the Chamber’s commitment to 
recognizing today’s leaders while looking ahead to continued growth in 
our business community. 

The gala will honor outstanding business owners, community 
representatives, and leaders who have made a meaningful difference 
over the past year—individuals who exemplify innovation, service, and 
dedication. 

Tickets are available online, and sponsorship opportunities are open for 
businesses seeking premier visibility while supporting the Chamber’s 
mission. We invite our partners and community members to join us 
March 27th as we celebrate achievements and frame the future together. 

 

Tickets: 

VIP Tickets $75.00     

General Admission $50.00 

*available at www.swmcchamber.com* 

 

Annual Awards Gala: 

“Framing the Future, Honoring the Present” .            



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 
THE REAL ESTATE CORNER: 

Mobile County’s economy and 
business landscape continued to show 
forward momentum, according to last 
month’s federal data release and a 
series of commercial real estate 
moves. 

February federal figures showed 
Mobile County’s real gross domestic 
product increased by approximately 
$2.046 billion between 2022 and 
2024, a 9.2% gain over 2022 levels. 
The delayed data, released after last 

fall’s federal government shutdown, indicated the county’s 
economy expanded by $949 million in 2024 alone, lifting total 
real GDP to $24.3 billion. That represented a 4.06% annual 
growth rate, exceeding both state and national averages. 
Mobile County accounted for about 13% of Alabama’s total 
economic growth in 2024, ranking second statewide behind 
Madison County. The county’s growth rate also outpaced 
several of Alabama’s largest markets, including Jefferson, 
Montgomery, Tuscaloosa and Baldwin counties. By 
comparison, Alabama’s economy grew 2.95% in 2024 to 
$255.6 billion, while the national economy expanded 2.79% to 
$23.36 trillion. Officials have pointed to infrastructure 
investment as a factor supporting regional performance, 
including $3 million in federal funding for tarmac 
improvements at Mobile International Airport. 

Commercial real estate activity announced recently was also 
positive. Merrill P. Thomas Co. Inc. announced the sale of a 
21,000-square-foot commercial property at 5502 and 5492 
Todd Acres Drive in West Mobile for $2.45 million. The 
transaction involved a private trust as seller and Gulf 
Properties Holdings LLC as buyer. Mike Reid of Merrill P. 
Thomas Co. Inc. represented both parties, and Pratt Thomas, 
CCIM, served as co-listing agent. The site includes a 21,000-
square-foot building situated on approximately 6.7 acres, 
according to the brokerage. The buyer plans to reserve the 
space for future use. While redevelopment plans were not 
revealed, the property’s scale and location position it for 
potential use aligned with longer-term growth trends in the 
area. 

In a separate transaction, Merrill P. Thomas Co. Inc. reported 
the sale of 90 Springdale Blvd. in West Mobile to Create 
Program Inspire LLC. The property is slated to become the 
Azalea City Center for the Arts, a performing arts venue 
intended to support community and educational programming. 
Planned resident and anchor organizations include Sunny Side 
Theater, Full Scale School of Music, Floretta P. Carson Visual 
& Performing Arts Academy, Classical Ballet of Mobile, 
Macrossan Irish Step and Mobile County Public Schools. 

Retail leasing was also in play last month. Wingstop leased a 
1,500-square-foot space inside the Midtown Mobile Shopping 
Center at Old Shell Road and Florida Street. Jay O’Brien of 
Stirling Properties represented the tenant. The fast-casual 
chain is expected to open this summer, with rumors of other 
sites opening soon. 

For questions or news tips about local real estate, please email 
ron@hflend.com or call/text 251-219-8914. 

By: Ron Sivak 

 

Officer of the Month: 
The SWMCC is also proud to recognize Officer Collier of the 

Mobile Police Department as our Officer of the Month. 

Officer Collier consistently demonstrates professionalism, 

dedication, and a strong commitment to serving and protecting the 

community. Through his daily work, he plays an important role in 

keeping our neighborhoods safe and building positive relationships 

with those he serves. 

This recognition reflects Officer Collier’s outstanding service, 

integrity, and dedication to excellence in law enforcement. His 

efforts do not go unnoticed, and his impact reaches far beyond the 

call of duty. 

 

Deputy of the Month: 
The Southwest Mobile County Chamber is proud to recognize Ryan 

Turner of the Mobile County Sheriff’s Office as our Deputy of the 

Month. 

Deputy Turner exemplifies the highest standards of public service 

through his dedication, professionalism, and commitment to 

protecting and serving our community. Whether on patrol or working 

behind the scenes, he consistently goes above and beyond to ensure 

the safety and well-being of the residents of Mobile County. 

This recognition reflects not only Deputy Turner’s strong work ethic, 

but also his positive impact on those he serves. His leadership, 

integrity, and willingness to step up whenever needed make him a 

true asset to the Sheriff’s Office and to our community. 

Brought to You By: 
The SWMCC would like to thank Century 
Bank for sponsoring these programs. We 
appreciate their willingness to recognize                
such outstanding members of our community.  





Browse our online partnership 
directory now by scanning the 

QR Code!  

NEW PARTNERS 

AD Venture Specialities 

(251) 344-0526  

www.adventurespecialities.net 

800 Hillcrest Road Bldg 2 Ste 1B 

Mobile, AL 36695 

Bay Landscaping 

(251) 776-5770  

www.baylandscapinginc.com 

5570 Nevius Rd 

Mobile, AL 36619 

Calcean 

(251) 232-2606 

www.calcean.com 

810 E 9th St 

Bay Minette, AL 36507 

JOIN TODAY! 

Joining a local chamber like the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber 

of Commerce is one of the most effective ways for businesses to 

increase visibility, build credibility, and grow within their 

community. Chamber partnership helps businesses improve their 

local SEO presence, connect with other business leaders, and gain 

valuable marketing exposure through directories, events, and social 

media promotion. Partners also benefit from networking 

opportunities, business referrals, community partnerships, and 

advocacy for local economic growth. By joining a chamber, 

businesses strengthen their online and local reputation while building 

relationships that lead to new customers, collaborations, and long-

term success in the marketplace.  

Generation One LLC 

(251) 656-0800 

mr.pritchett251@gmail.com 

 

 


