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The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce would like to thank Century Bank for sponsoring 
our Officer of the Month and Deputy of the Month Programs. We so appreciate their willingness to 
continuously recognize such outstanding members of our community. ñCentury Bank is a proud member 
of the communities we serve.  Our involvement in extracurricular activities, fund raisers, organizations 
and other local events is a priority for directors, officers and employees of Century Bank.ò 

 

The SWMCC would also like to thank the Mobile County Sheriffôs Office for sponsoring our Firefighter of the 
Month Program. Sheriff Burch and his team are always willing to step up and help show appreciation to local 
first responders. ñWith three decades in law enforcement, he has served in several roles including uniformed 
patrol, general investigation, homicide investigation, and narcotics/VICE investigation. These 
accomplishments highlight Paulôs dedication to serving the citizens of Mobile in a professional, respectful, 
and trustworthy manner.ò Without partners like Century Bank and the Mobile County Sheriffôs Office, the 
Chamber would not be able to impact the SouthWest Mobile County Area as it has. 

Congratulations to Officer Shannon Gurley from the Mobile Police Department 

Precinct II on being selected as the Officer of the Month. Officer Gurley was 

recognized for his accomplishment at our Business Luncheon 

on Wednesday, September 4th, 2024. The SouthWest Mobile 

County Chamber of Commerce would like to say thank you 

for your outstanding efforts and continued commitment to 

our community! He is pictured to the right, alongside 

Captain Matthew James and Century Bank Representative 

Jason Prater. 

Detective Jordan Towery was also 
recognized for his efforts on Wednesday, September 4th by being named the 
Deputy of the Month. The Chamber would like to thank him for 
making the sacrifices he has to protect others in our community. 
Deputy Towery is pictured to the left with Chief Deputy Andrew 
Peak and Jason Prater, who is a representative of Century Bank. 
We would also like to thank Sheriff Paul Burch for his continued 
support of this recognition program. The Chamber is proud to 
have the opportunity to recognize local first responders and 
greatly appreciate those who help make this recognition 
possible.  

In addition, the SWMCC would like to commend Firefighter Nick Lamb of the 
Theodore Dawes Fire Rescue for his exceptional work. Lamb was recognized on 
September 4th as our Firefighter of the Month for his faithfulness to serve and 
protect our community. He is pictured to the right with Chief Deputy Andrew Peak 

of the Mobile County Sheriffôs Office and Chief Frank Byrd of 
the Theodore Dawes Fire Rescue. The Chamber is honored to 
have the opportunity to show appreciation towards these 
individuals for their bravery and dedication to our city. We 
appreciate the efforts of all three departments as well as their 
leadership for continuing to support the SouthWest Mobile 
County Chamber and its partners. 
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Explore Tuscany 
Interest Meeting 

The SouthWest Mobile County 
Chamber of Commerce is excited to 
partner with Collette Travel to offer a 
trip to Tuscany. The trip will take place 
November 4th, 2025, through November 
12th, 2025.  

Trip highlights include: Montecatini Terme, Lucca, 
Gothic Line, Winery Tour, Florence, Choice on Tour: 
Montecatini Walking Tour or Siena, Pisa, Cooking 
Class, Cheese Farm, and San Gimignano.  

For more information on the trip, please join us on Monday, 
October 7th, for an Interest Meeting. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to hear from a Collette representative and receive 
a packet breaking down each days scheduled activities as well 
as the pricing options. If you are unable to attend but would 
like more information, please email info@swmcchamber.com 

Itinerary Sneak Peak... 

Day 1: Tuesday, November 4, 2025 Overnight Flight Rolling 
landscapes, savory wines, delicious food and stunning 
architecture ï find all of this and more in Tuscany. Unpack 
once on this journey among Italy's most charming towns.  

Day 2: Wednesday, November 5, 2025 Montecatini Terme, 
Italy - Tour Begins Your tour opens in the famous spa resort 
town of Montecatini Terme, nestled in the heart of the rolling 
hills of Tuscany. This evening, get to know your fellow 
travelers during a welcome dinner where regional foods and 
Italian wines kick off your adventure.  









Theodore-headquartered 
aluminum boat builder, Silver 
Ships, Inc., announced in 
September their opening of a 
second location. The new 
manufacturing warehouse is 
situated about a mile from the 
companyôs original 95,000-
square-foot facility. The new 
site adds 16,500-square-feet of 
manufacturing space and 
18,500 square-feet of outfitting 
space above and beyond the 
original facilities. ñAdding a 
second manufacturing location 
is a natural progression of our 
teamôs work to support the 
growing workboat segment,ò 

Steven Clarke, Silver Ships CEO said. The new footprint will 
serve as a metal warehouse and hold the design and 
engineering departments. Silver Ships will transport materials 
to the new locale this month to begin the build-out process, 
and anticipates hiring more employees during development.  

Locally owned Fast Trak DPF recently announced their official 
grand opening at its 1,800-square-foot diesel particulate filter 
(DPF) cleaning service center, located at 6221 Sperry Road in 
Theodore. The company specializes in treatment plans for 
diesel-powered vehicles and heavy equipment to ensure 
efficient engine performance, reducing the risk of expensive 
emission component damage. ñThe busy travel season brings 
increased traffic and construction projects, making our services 
particularly relevant, considering the increased attention to air 
pollution and environmental sustainability,ò the company 
announced in a prepared statement. 

The Mobile Airport Authority (MAA) recently announced that 
it was awarded a little over $7.5 million through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law Airport Infrastructure Grant program. The 
funds will support the ongoing development of the Mobile 
International Airport located at 2455 Michigan Ave. ñThe new 
terminal is key to accommodating future growth and driving 
economic development in the region. Weôre excited about our 
partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration, as we 
continue to work towards the completion of our transformative 
project.ò Chris Curry, MAA president said.  

Three merchant storefronts found on St. Louis Street in 
Downtown Mobile are now actively on the market with a total 
asking price of $3.7 million. Located on the same city block, the 
properties collectively encompass some 5,000-square feet of 
space. Birmingham-based commercial real estate operator 
Shannon Waltchack is managing the deal. The listings are all 
local businesses and include The Cheese Cottage, BoHaydenôs 
and Wingman Brewing Company.  

The new South Alabama Family Care Walk-In Clinic, found at 
10067 Grand Bay Wilmer Road South, Suite 100 in Grand Bay, 
officially opened its doors last month. The facility is an 
expansion of South Alabamaôs primary clinic. Five years in the 
making, the care center will be open 7 days a week and is fully 
staffed. ñWe get people from Mississippi, Bayou La Batre and 
Irvington coming to Grand Bay. Itôs pretty convenient rather 
than going to Mobile,ò Nurse Practitioner Parath Knight said. 
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Ruston, Louisiana-based Origin Bank opened its 1,900-square 
foot Financial Center at the corner of Du Rhu Drive and Dauphin 
Street in September, and this is the bankôs first office in Mobile. 
ñOur entry into South Alabama and Florida earlier this year was 
a significant step in our long-term growth strategy,ò Drake Mills, 
chairman, president and CEO of Origin said. The center offers 
personal and business banking, commercial lending and treasury 
management.  

SSAB announced a $12-million upgrade project at its steel mill in 
Axis last month. The investment will enable SSAB Alabama to 
extend its existing furnace and upgrade shot blasting equipment 
to increase its quenching and tempering (QT) capacity by 30,000 
metric tons - an increase of about 10 percent. Operations for the 
upgrade are expected to begin by fourth quarter 2025. 

For questions or news tips about local real estate, please email 
ron@hflend.com or call 
251-219-8914.  
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Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

        Executive Director                        Administrative Assistant                      Event Coordinator 
          Tina Poiroux, AACE                                  Hope Driskell                                                            Jillian Baxter 
      tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com                               hdriskell@swmcchamber.com                               jbaxter@swmcchamber.com  

 
Event Specialist 

Calvin Dickerson  
 

For Rental Information call the Tillman’s Corner Community Center at (251) 666-2488 
For Chamber Information call the SWMCC at (251) 666-2846 

 


